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PLANNING — INDEPENDENT REVIEWER 

326. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Planning.  

I am aware that one of the Liberal–National government’s planning reforms was to have the Department of 
Planning create a new position of an independent planning reviewer. I understand this reviewer would act like an 
ombudsman and attempt to resolve planning disputes before they end up before the State Administrative 
Tribunal. Can the minister please update the house on the progress of this ambitious reform? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I thank the member for the question. The government, as I hope all members would understand by now, is very 
determined to ensure that we have a land use planning system in Western Australia that is modern, efficient, 
effective and can deal with the growth pressures that we are facing in this state. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Are you going to ditch Directions 2031? 

Mr C.C. Porter: Are they going to ditch the super profits tax? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That was a very valid question from the Attorney General: is Labor going to ditch the super 
profits tax? 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I believe the minister has a question before him from the member for Kingsley. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do, Mr Speaker, and I have an answer. I was indicating that we are very determined to put in 
place planning reform in this state. That is being done in a number of ways, including through the bill that is 
being considered by the Legislative Council at the moment. It was supported by the opposition in this house, and 
I hope that support will continue in the Legislative Council when the bill is brought on for debate next week. As 
an aside, I make the observation that the government and the department have bent over backwards to 
accommodate the opposition in the Legislative Council and the opposition spokesperson on planning, Sally 
Talbot, and have agreed to delay the debate until next week so that a third briefing can be provided to her. I hope 
that the opposition support will be there to facilitate the passage of that bill through the upper house by the end 
of next week. 

Other reforms have been put in place, including the establishment of regional planning committees for the north 
of the state and the abolition of a large number of committees within the planning system that had outlived their 
usefulness. However, the particular reform that the member for Kingsley has referred to is the decision by the 
Director General of the Department of Planning, Eric Lumsden, to appoint an independent planning reviewer—a 
decision of which I am completely supportive and one that is having positive benefits. Incidentally, the person 
who has been appointed is Ms Sue Burrows—someone with an extensive planning background, particularly in 
local government, most recently at the City of Subiaco. I am aware that she was at the Shire of Kalamunda, 
amongst other places, in the past as well. Her role to a large extent is to try to obviate the need for people who 
have complaints or concerns or who want to lodge appeals about planning decisions, subdivision approvals and 
other decisions, to go to the State Administrative Tribunal. She will try to intercede and avoid the need for that 
much longer, more legalistic process to be gone through. I am pleased that with that role and with other roles that 
she has in providing advice to developers, to members of the public, to local governments and so on, some very 
beneficial outcomes are being achieved to have more timely decisions made and to facilitate an efficient 
planning system in this state under which decisions can be made in a timely way on the basis of good advice and 
good information. 

I understand that more than a dozen inquiries or complaints regarding planning or subdivision matters have been 
referred to the reviewer, and they have been efficiently and effectively addressed, with feedback being provided 
to the stakeholders. One of the major issues that has been considered was the approval of a major structure plan 
within the north west corridor of the metropolitan area, and that is just an example of the progress that is being 
made. That has been a good decision by the Director General of the Department of Planning, and is very much in 
accordance with the government’s desire to ensure that we have a planning system that is efficient and effective. 
 


